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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 2, 2010 

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, I was not 
able to be present for the following rollcall 
votes on February 25, 2010 and February 26, 
2010; and I would have voted as follows: Roll-
call No. 67, ‘‘no’’; rollcall No. 68, ‘‘yes’’; rollcall 
No. 69, ‘‘yes’’; rollcall No. 70, ‘‘yes’’; rollcall 
No. 71, ‘‘yes’’; rollcall No. 72, ‘‘no’’; rollcall No. 
73, ‘‘yes’’; rollcall No. 74, ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
ON RELIGIOUS MINORITIES IN 
IRAQ 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2010 

Mr. LEVIN. Madam Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H. Res. 944, which recognizes the per-
secution and displacement of ethnic and reli-
gious minorities in Iraq. This resolution calls 
on the Iraqi and United States governments to 
better protect the rights of persons of all 
ethnicities and religions. 

This resolution comes as the Chaldean 
community mourns the two-year anniversary 
of the murder of Archbishop Paulos Faraj 
Rahho. Archbishop Rahho dedicated his life to 
the Chaldean Church in Mosul and sought to 
build interfaith relationships while advocating 
for the inclusion of Chaldeans and other vul-
nerable populations in the new Iraqi state. 

These vulnerable populations include 
Chaldeans, Assyrians, Turkmen, Sabean 
Mandeans, Yazidis, and Syriacs. Their unique 
languages and histories are among the oldest 
of the Mesopotamian region. Together, they 
represent the richly diverse heritage of Iraq. 

Since 2003, however, members of their 
communities have suffered marginalization, 
harassment, and violence. Many have been 
forced to seek safety away from their homes, 
often outside the country’s borders. Ethno-reli-
gious minorities formerly comprised approxi-
mately five percent of Iraq’s population; today, 
they comprise almost twenty percent of all 
Iraqi refugees registered with the United Na-
tions Refugee Agency. 

Minorities fear such rates of displacement 
threaten the very future of their communities. 
Continued sectarian violence prevents the free 
exercise of religion, cultural expression, and 
political participation that are fundamental to 
democracy. This resolution underscores the 
importance that Iraq’s upcoming elections be 
free, fair, and safe, and that the rights of its 
minority populations be protected. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting H. Res. 944 and in urg-
ing meaningful support for Iraq’s ethnic and 
religious minorities. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘‘ACTIVE 
COMMUNITY TRANSPORTATION 
ACT OF 2010’’ 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 2, 2010 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, today 
I am proud to introduce the Active Community 
Transportation Act, legislation that will provide 
concentrated, long term funding for commu-
nities to implement active transportation sys-
tems. Communities across the country are re-
alizing the importance of encouraging active 
lifestyles, for the health of their citizens, the 
environment, and the economic strength of the 
community itself. As only 68 percent of Ameri-
cans are licensed drivers, we should provide 
transportation options for those who don’t 
have access to a car, generally the elderly 
and the young. Since half of the trips taken in 
the United States today are within a 20-minute 
bicycle ride, and a quarter of all trips are with-
in a 20-minute walk, there are plenty of oppor-
tunities to incorporate walking and biking into 
Americans’ daily lives. 

Americans will walk and bike if these modes 
are made safe and convenient. However, our 
nation has failed to invest adequately in pe-
destrian and bicycle networks to make active 
transportation a viable choice for routine trav-
el. Too often we take for granted the value of 
being able to bike and walk to work. It is time 
for the federal government to support infra-
structure investments to make walking and 
biking safe and convenient for all Americans. 
Investing federal dollars to create walkable 
and bikeable communities is also a cost-effec-
tive way to create jobs and transportation 
choices. In my hometown of Portland, Oregon, 
our investment of $60 million created 274 
miles of bike lanes, more than doubled the 
amount of people who commute by bike and 
provided between 850 and 1,150 jobs. This is 
just one of many stories I have heard about 
the impact that active transportation infrastruc-
ture has on people’s health, their daily lives, 
and their pocketbooks. 

The Active Community Transportation Act 
will help communities to implement com-
prehensive, strategic active transportation sys-
tems to make walking and bicycling safe, ac-
cessible and convenient for Americans, there-
by increasing activity levels, lowering emis-
sions and creating healthier, more vibrant 
communities. 
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RECOGNIZING THE AQUARIUM OF 
THE PACIFIC 

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 2, 2010 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to salute the Aquarium of the Pacific lo-
cated in my community of Long Beach, Cali-
fornia, for receiving the prestigious Super 
Nova Star of Energy Efficiency from the Alli-
ance to Save Energy, a coalition of prominent 
business, government, environmental, and 
consumer leaders who promote the efficient 
and clean use of energy to benefit consumers, 
the environment, economy, and national secu-

rity. Each year the Alliance to Save Energy 
recognizes companies, learning institutions, 
state offices, and government programs for 
their efforts to promote energy efficiency do-
mestically and globally. My constituents at the 
Aquarium of the Pacific received the Super 
Nova Star Award on September 17, 2009, at 
the Alliance to Save Energy Gala in Wash-
ington, DC. 

Madam Speaker, the Aquarium was chosen 
for this globally recognized award because it 
is the most energy efficient business in the 
Nation with annual revenues under $50 mil-
lion. The Aquarium became the first among 
museums, zoos, and other aquariums in this 
country to certify its greenhouse gas emis-
sions with a third-party, the California Climate 
Action Registry. This led to its being named as 
a Climate Action Leader with the Climate Ac-
tion Registry in 2007. The Aquarium of the Pa-
cific has used energy-efficient practices to 
maintain steady kilowatt-hour usage for the 
past 8 years despite rising visitor numbers. 

It is no surprise to me that the Aquarium of 
the Pacific received such a prestigious award 
because it is a pioneer of marine education 
and energy efficiency in my district. In 2008, 
the Aquarium inaugurated a new environ-
mental classroom that was recognized as 
Long Beach’s first LEED-platinum certified 
building. The classroom achieved LEED-plat-
inum certification because it uses solar power, 
a green roof, a rainwater capture system, and 
a highly efficient pool pump, among other en-
ergy and water efficiencies. The Aquarium is 
committed to achieving LEED platinum or gold 
certification for all future projects and is setting 
an excellent example for how other busi-
nesses and institutions in my district can 
prioritize and achieve energy efficiency. 

Madam Speaker, the Aquarium of the Pa-
cific is a vital part of my constituents’ commu-
nity environmental conservation efforts. The 
Aquarium’s Green Team task force organizes 
environmentally friendly activities such as an 
annual street cleanup day, an Earth Day fes-
tival, a sustainable seafood initiative, and a 
watershed and ocean literacy program. As the 
Aquarium continues to grow, one of the under-
lying objectives of the master plan is to in-
crease attendance by expanding the facility’s 
capacity and conservation programs without 
increasing energy and potable water usage. 

Madam Speaker, I also want to commemo-
rate the Aquarium of the Pacific for its ongoing 
efforts to broaden the public’s understanding 
of the Pacific Ocean and its complex eco-
system. The Aquarium’s mission is to instill a 
sense of wonder, respect, and stewardship for 
the Pacific Ocean, its inhabitants, and eco-
systems. It is the largest aquarium in Southern 
California and the fifth largest in the nation. 
With 200,000 school children visiting annually, 
the Aquarium of the Pacific provides a fun and 
educational experience for students of all ages 
and backgrounds through its interactive exhib-
its and daily presentations. The Aquarium 
hosts a variety of educational programs, cul-
tural festivals, classes and courses, offsite 
field trips, and renowned guest speakers to 
connect Long Beach’s diverse community with 
the Pacific Ocean’s diverse ecosystem. 

I applaud the Aquarium of the Pacific for its 
hard work and dedication both to educating 
the community of Long Beach about marine 
environments and to mitigating the effects of 
climate change. I ask my fellow colleagues to 
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